
NEWS FROM THE ELLSBURG VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 20201023 
 
     Our October meeting took place on Wednesday, October 7, 2020, at 6:30pm, at the Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  
Our November meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4, at 6:30pm, at the Bass Lake Firehall.  All are welcome 
to attend! 
     Jason Stenberg was our guest at our last meeting.  Jason has been a friend of the Ellsburg VFD for several years.  He 
was a summer resident here, but Jason and his wife Wendy have now become year round residents.  Last year, Jason got 
our snowmobile in working order and helped in our fundraising efforts.  Jason wanted us to know that he is available to 
help us out as needed this winter, and may even join the department when he gets settled in.  Thank-you, Jason!  We 
look forward to working with you! 
     Our township had a huge wildfire develop on Tuesday, October 13.  It was a clear day, but there were strong 
northwest winds with gusts up to 25mph.  A tree toppled, and a branch hit the power lines that travel east-west through 
that triangle of land bordered by Melrude Road, Lee Road, and the Paleface River.  A resident on Lee Road alerted 911 to 
the fact that power was out and he could see flames on that tree almost a mile away.  Several things hampered our 
response to this incident.  The power was also out at our Melrude Firehall, which made getting our vehicles out from 
there quite challenging. The area where the fire started is usually swampy, but thanks to our very dry summer it 
contained the perfect dried out tinder that a wildfire loves. There was limited access to the fire since only tracked 
vehicles can navigate in that area, certainly not a fire truck.  With the strong winds, it didn’t take long for the fire to 
spread rapidly toward Lee Road. You could see it running across that one mile distance. The flames were high and 
almost a quarter mile wide.  You could hear the roar get louder as it advanced.  Smoke and sparks filled the air.  Five 
households were asked to evacuate.  The plan was to stop the fire before it could cross the Lee Road, and to protect the 
houses in the area.  To accomplish that, we needed lots of water, hoses, and manpower.  The DNR had no helicopters to 
help us, but they came with a tracked vehicle and people.  So did the Rescue Squad.  We had to form a wall of 
firefighters stretched along Lee Road with hoses aimed at the advancing wall of fire.  We needed help, and we sure got 
it.  Cotton VFD came, and so did the Eveleth, Lakeland, Makinen, McDavitt, Clinton, Central Lakes, Kelsey, Northland, 
Alborn, and Industrial fire departments.  Lots of people, hoses, and vehicles with water! Three hours later, our wall of 
firefighters declared victory over the wall of fire.  The fire burned about 30 acres and it did get up to the edge of Lee 
Road in some areas, but it could not cross it. Thank-you to all the departments that came to help!  Thank you to Jennifer 
and Arnold Carlson for shuttle service, filling empty water tanks, and helping to load up equipment to bring it back to the 
firehalls. Congratulations to Jeff Dulinski, the incident commander for this event!  Your leadership got the fire out and 
everyone back home safely. 
     Our department did training with our struts and cribbing.  We bought our new struts with a grant that we received 
from Lake Country Power.  Dennis Bittman, a firefighter as well as a salesman for these Holmatro struts, trained us.  
Struts are specialized tools that consist of a bar with a head, base plate, and tensioning belt. They are about 4 feet high 
and weigh about 17 pounds each. Struts are used to stabilize a crashed, overturned, or flipped on its side vehicle so that 
a victim can be extricated safely.  Usually three struts are needed.  Two are placed on one side of the vehicle and one is 
placed on the other side. The cribbing is pushed in under the car.  Then the vehicle won’t move while you are using the 
Jaws of Life to cut away a door or window.  Zack McClennan from Mrs. Mac’s Towing brought us a car to practice on.  He 
flipped it outside of our firehall and we happily took turns placing the struts and cutting the car apart.  Zack works with 
many flipped vehicles, and he is also a member of the Meadowlands Ambulance Service.  He shared a lot of knowledge 
from his experience.  Thank you, Dennis and Zack, for teaching us! Thank you, Bill McKechnie, for finding us these struts 
and arranging this training session.  Thank you, Arrlette Krog, for writing the grant that allowed us to purchase this 
equipment. 
     We also recently trained for hemorrhage and trauma medical emergencies. This training is very important at this time 
of year because we want to be prepared for the hunting seasons.  Matt Ashmore, an instructor with the Minnesota 
Public Safety Group and a battalion chief with the Hibbing Fire Department, taught us how to assess a victim of a trauma 
and what we need to do to save the life of the victim. We practiced using our tourniquets on each other, learned to 
quickly pack a deep, bleeding wound on a mannequin thigh, placed chest seals, and examined our supplies to see if we 
had everything that we would need if a trauma occurred and a victim was hemorrhaging. We do not get a lot of these 
types of trauma, but it is good to know that we have what we need and that we know how to use what we have.  
      Besides the obvious trauma of being shot by a bullet or an arrow, trauma in hunting season can happen from falls out 
of hunting stands, injuries that happen while walking in the woods or fields, 4-wheeler accidents, injuries incurred while 
field dressing or pulling an animal out of the woods, accidents around the campfire or cabin, hypothermia, getting lost, 



or fights.  Hunting related injuries usually occur in remote areas.  This can make a rescue challenging.  Plan ahead so that 
you can have a safe hunt.  Let someone know where you will be hunting and when you expect to return.  Know where 
the members of your hunting party are.  Keep the muzzle of your gun pointed in a safe direction.  Keep firearms 
unloaded when not in use. Be sure of what or who is behind your target before you shoot.  A .22 rim fire can travel over 
1.5 miles. Carry your cellphone on your person, rather than in a pack, so that it is in reach if you fall or get injured.  
Everyone, hunters as well as non-hunters and pets, should wear blaze orange clothing during hunting season.  If you 
think that you are lost, stay put and call 911. Review your first-aid skills for fractures, heart attacks, and wound care.  
Pack a hemorrhage kit which includes plenty of gauze and a tourniquet.  These can be purchased in any store that sells 
hunting equipment.  Remember that a person that is hemorrhaging can lose consciousness in 2 minutes and can bleed 
to death in just five minutes.  You can save someone’s life - or your own - by knowing how to use a tourniquet.  Practice 
beforehand because during an emergency is not the time to read the instructions. The average adult has about 1.5 
gallons of blood. The loss of 40% of it is fatal. The important thing is to pack the wound with something - whether it is 
gauze, a t-shirt, a sock- and put heavy pressure on it until it stops bleeding. Teach your hunting partners this also, so that 
they can save your life! 
     Thanksgiving is the day that has the most home fires which are started by cooking.  Stay at home and in the kitchen 
while your turkey is cooking and your gravy is simmering.  Keep children away from the stove and sharp cooking utensils.  
Keep family and guests that are not cooking out of the kitchen.  Ranges or cooktops, especially electric ones, are 
involved in 61% of cooking fires, 87% of cooking fire deaths, and 78% of cooking fire injuries. Never cook in loose 
clothes, and keep long hair and dangling jewelry away from the cooktop.  Turn pot handles inward so that they cannot 
be bumped.  Keep dish towels, pot holders, and paper towels away from your stove.  Get a fire extinguisher for your 
kitchen.  If a fire starts in your microwave or oven, keep the door closed so that the fire suffocates from lack of oxygen.  
If the fire is in a cooking pan, clap on the lid with a protected hand and move the pan off of the burner. Remember that a 
fire needs heat, oxygen, and fuel to burn.  Take away any of these and it will go out.  Never use water to put out a grease 
fire because the water will spread the grease and the fire.  Do not put frozen foods into a deep fryer because the ice 
crystals will splatter and start a grease fire.  Call 911 and evacuate if the fire on your stove or in your oven or microwave 
does not go out immediately.  We will be there to help! 
       

 



  
 
 

 
 


