
News From the Ellsburg VFD 20210707 
 
     Our July meeting took place on Wednesday, July 7.  Our August meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 4, at 
6:30pm, at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  Our meetings are held in-person and socially distanced in a bay of our 
firehall.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
    Last year, we were paged out 29 times.  That was a high number of calls for us.  By mid-July of this year, we have been 
paged out 18 times already.  July was a busy month. We responded to two medical calls.  We were paged to assist the 
Central Lakes VFD twice for fires. One was a camper that burned down.  There were no injuries, but a dog perished.  We 
were paged to assist the Kelsey VFD for a logging truck on fire.  We were paged to assist the McDavitt VFD for a fire on 
the roof of one of the buildings at the UTAC mine.  We were one of 12 departments that responded to that fire.  
     There were a few firefighters, not ours, that suffered heat exhaustion while fighting that fire.   Can you imagine a hot 
day with temperatures in the upper 80’s, having to don your full turn-out gear including your SCBA and full face mask, 
and then entering a burning building to fight flames for 15 minutes? It is not surprising that some suffered heat 
exhaustion.  The SCBA units usually provide you with 20-30 minutes of air.  The length of time that you have air is 
determined by how fast you are breathing and using up your air.  On a hot day with your 60 pounds of gear on and 
dragging around a heavy hose in a burning building, you are going to breathe faster and use your air up sooner.  Then 
you exit the building, take off some of your gear and head to the rehab area.  This is an area set up by medical 
personnel.  Firefighters can sit, get a snack, get some water - lots to drink and some to pour over your head - and cool 
down.  The medical team monitors the heart rate, blood pressure, and oxygen saturation levels of the firefighters. You 
must stay here until these parameters are back to normal.  Once your vital signs are back to normal, you can gear up and 
head back into the fire and repeat the cycle.  It does take a toll on the firefighters.  The fire at the UTAC mine had 58 
firefighters that responded.  You always want a lot of firefighters at a fire like this so that each firefighter does not need 
to go into the burning building as often. 
     Tim Linder, a member of our department, responded to the UTAC fire.  Tim is not a certified firefighter, but he drove 
our big Tanker 4 carrying 2500 gallons of water there.  Tim is not a certified emergency medical responder, but he gets 
our medical rig to the scene.  Tim can run our pumps, get water from here to there, and work our engines and dry 
hydrant.  He knows what medical stuff we have and where it is located.  Tim attends our fire and medical trainings so 
that he can learn our equipment and know what is needed when.  When we were painting our meeting room at the 
firehall, Tim was very useful.  Tim is over 6.6 feet tall, so he could remove the light covers and paint the ceiling with no 
need of a ladder!  He is a gentle giant with his quiet voice, calm demeanor, and willingness to help out our department.  
We really appreciate having Tim on our team!  Thank you, Tim, and thank you Michelle for allowing Tim to spend so 
much time helping us out.   
     We are always looking for more people to help us out.  You don’t need to be certified to join our department.  You 
only need to have a willingness to help out, a desire to help out your community, and a wish to put the wet stuff on the 
red stuff. We have big “toys”.  If you are at least 18 years old, please consider joining our department.  Come to our 
monthly meeting and hear what we are up to.  If it interests you, please join! 
     Our department had a fun time at the Melrude July 3rd Parade and Picnic!  Because of the road closure, we did not 
drive our vehicles in the parade.  Next year we will!  We did have plenty of candy, toys, coloring books, safety literature, 
water shooters, and most importantly, 600 water balloons.  Thank you to everyone who stopped by our table to visit 
and drop a donation into our boot.  We really appreciate it! 
     We will be celebrating National Night Out at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road, on Tuesday, August 3, from 5-7pm.  
There will be food, drinks, giveaways, games, demonstrations, and our equipment will be out for you to see. It is all free. 
This is a chance for our community to come together, which is what National Night Out is all about.  Please come! 
     The weather has been hot this summer, and the drought has contributed to the spread of wildfires.  The smoke from 
so many wildfires can cause breathing difficulties. Wildfire smoke contains a mix of gasses and fine particles that are 
emitted from burning trees and plants.  Inhaling these gasses and particles can make you sick. Those with asthma, COPD, 
heart disease, pregnancy, pets, and children are most at risk.  The gasses and particles irritate the lung tissues and can 
block the amount of oxygen that can be absorbed into the blood. The tiny particles in the smoke can be absorbed 
directly into your bloodstream, which then allows them to reach any part of your body. Some of these particles can 
contain bacteria and fungal spores. Smoke can travel long distances and pick up other pollutants along the way.  In 2020, 
smoke from the wildfires in the western part of our country travelled about 5,000 miles and was detected in Europe. 
Coughing, wheezing, trouble breathing, increasing number of asthma attacks, stinging eyes, scratchy throat, runny nose, 
irritated sinuses, headaches, tiredness, fast heartbeat, and chest pain are all symptoms of inhaling this smoke. Although 



it is summer, and we want to be outside, it is recommended that you stay indoors as much as possible, especially if you 
are at risk.  Keep windows and doors closed.  Set your air conditioner to the re-circulate mode, so that no air comes in 
from outside, and close the fresh-air intake. There are air purifiers that are made specifically to filter out the small 
particles in wildfire smoke.  Use personal air purifiers if you do not have air-conditioning or if you must go to a place 
where air filtration is not possible.  Avoid activities in your home that further pollutes your air such as burning candles or 
vacuuming without a HEPA filter.  There is an air quality app called AirVisual that can track real-time data from over 
80,000 sensors around the world. It can also give you a picture of your local air quality. If you do want to go outside, 
wear your N-95 mask. It will help filter out those particles. 
       The drought has caused low water levels on many of our lakes and rivers.  Boaters and swimmers must take this into 
consideration when out in the water.  The low water levels have left many exposed rocks and deadfall timbers.  What is 
more concerning are the rocks and timbers that used to be covered with enough water to safely boat over, but that are 
now just below the surface.  Even if you have been boating on a certain lake many times, and feel you know where all 
the dangerous rocks and timbers are, be extra careful now.  A boat going at a fast speed that hits a submerged rock or 
timber can result in the occupants being ejected, or the boat sinking.  Even a small bump on a rock or log can result in 
someone falling off of the boat.  Always wear your life jacket! If you get thrown off the boat or knocked unconscious, 
your life jacket will save your life. Insist that children wear life jackets anytime they are in a boat.  Do not dive or jump 
into the water until you have checked out the area for newly exposed or barely submerged rocks and timbers. Enter the 
water feet first. The low water levels have changed the topography of many of our waters and serious injury or 
drowning can result.  Be alert! Be safe! If you need help, call 911.  We will be there to help! 
 


