
NEWS FROM THE ELLSBURG VFD 20211006 

 

    Our October meeting took place on Wednesday, October 6. Our November meeting will take place on 

Wednesday, November 3, at 6:30pm at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road. Everyone is invited to attend. 

     We were saddened to hear of the loss of Virginia Peterson. Virginia and her husband, Stan, were strong 

supporters of the Ellsburg VFD. They were instrumental in getting both of our firehalls built. When Stan died a 

few years ago, Virginia requested that memorials for him be made to our department. Now Virginia has died, 

and the family has again requested that memorials be sent to our department in her memory. We are so very 

appreciative of this! 

     Our department sponsored the Community Meal at Old School Lives in September. We had a fun time 

preparing a delicious pasta meal, and enjoyed serving it to all who came. It is always nice to get a chance to 

talk and mingle with members of the community when it is not an emergency situation. 

     Maintaining our equipment in working order is a constant challenge. There is nothing more frustrating for a 

responder than racing to the firehall for a page only to find that the vehicle that you need to take will not start, 

or has a flat tire. Vehicle maintenance is a big part of our operating budget. Over the past two years, one of our 

goals was to have each of our vehicles professionally serviced to make sure that they are operating properly 

and safely. Emergency lights and other necessary equipment can put a real drain on a vehicle. Hurrying to an 

emergency is not the time to find out that the brakes or steering has failed. We are happy to report that each 

vehicle has now been serviced and determined to operate safely. 

     Our SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) units also require regular maintenance. As with all 

electronics these days, our SCBA's needed to have their programming updated. A tech from the MSA came to 

do that. It didn’t take long. What does take long is changing the batteries in these units.  The batteries need to 

be changed every 3-4 months whether the unit is used or not. This is because the unit is constantly checking 

its status, and that takes battery power. We have twelve SCBA units. Each unit has a battery pack that must be 

removed and opened. Each battery pack has 10 tiny T-1 screws that need to be unscrewed. That is 120 

screws to unscrew and then screw back in when the batteries are changed. Each battery pack requires six C 

batteries. That means that we need to replace 72 batteries.  Once all of the battery packs have been replaced, 

it is necessary to check the alarm function. The PASS (Personal Alert Safety System) device is the loud (95 

decibel) emergency alarm which indicates that a firefighter is in distress. A firefighter who is trapped in a 

burning building, has run out of oxygen, or is injured can activate the alarm. The alarm will also automatically 

activate if it does not sense any movement for 30 seconds. In this case, the PASS device will start with a few 

seconds of quieter warning beeps so that a firefighter who is okay, but just has been motionless, will be able to 

move or shake his alarm to reset the activation. If the alarm is not reset within a few seconds, the device will 

activate and emit the loud emergency alarm. This alerts others to a firefighter who has lost consciousness, or 

is not able to move. I last changed batteries and checked alarms on our SCBA units in September. I had read 

that on September 11, 2001, the sound of the activated PASS devices from the several hundred firefighters 

that perished in the World Trade Center collapse could be heard beneath the rubble until the batteries were 

drained. It made me think. 

      Radios are another vital piece of equipment that need regular maintenance. Our radios allow us to 

communicate with each other, as well as with 911 dispatchers, ambulance services, medical helicopters, law 

enforcement, Rescue Squad, DNR, and other responding departments. They are designed to work in the 

searing heat of a burning building, as well as the frigid cold during an accident on the highway in winter. Our 

radios are fairly rugged and can withstand being dropped, kicked, or splashed with water. The radio has 

channel knobs, volume knobs, and an emergency button that can be activated by the responder if he should 

suddenly find himself in an unsafe or threatened position. The 911 dispatch center is aware of all 

communication traffic on the radios. The radios are numbered and tuned to certain frequencies. They need to 

be retuned regularly. They have battery packs which need regular recharging. Most of our radios have been in 

service for about 15 years.  In 2014, the production of the radios that we carry ceased.  We have still been able 

to have them serviced up until last month when we were informed that our radios were considered obsolete 



and could no longer be serviced.  We have no choice but to upgrade.  The problem is that a new radio costs 

$5000-$6000. And we need 12. Time to try our luck with grants again! 

     So now we are entering the holiday celebration time of year. Thanksgiving is the leading day of the year for 

home fires involving cooking equipment. Please stay in the home while you are cooking your turkey. Stay in 

the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop. The kitchen is the center of activity on Thanksgiving. Kids 

love to be involved, but it is best if they are at least three feet away from the stove and from boiling liquids, 

steaming foods, and splashing of gravy. Keep the floor of your kitchen clear of kids, toys, pocketbooks, and 

bags so that you do not trip. If a fire starts on your stove, grab the lid to the pot or pan and cover up the flames 

until they smother. Do not peek into the pot until it has cooled. The fire goes out because it has used up all of 

the oxygen in the pot. Raising the lid will revive the fire with more oxygen if you lift the lid too soon. It is best 

not to try to take a burning pot or pan to the sink or outside. Spilled oil or grease can spread the fire to the floor, 

countertop, or sink. If you see flames in your microwave or oven keep the door closed. Again, you want to 

starve the fire of oxygen. Turn off and unplug the appliance if you can. To prevent a grease fire, remove as 

much moisture as you can from the food before putting it in the hot oil. Do not put frozen foods into hot 

grease. Add food gently to avoid splashing the grease. Keep the grease at the recommended temperature. If 

you see smoke, or smell the oil, it is too hot.  Let it cool down.  Baking soda or salt can help to smother small 

flames. Do not use water to try to extinguish a grease fire. Since water and grease do not mix, the splattering 

water will only push the fire along and help it to spread. Spray the fire with a Class B dry chemical fire 

extinguisher if necessary. Is the fire growing or smothering? Is it being fed by fuel or oxygen or being 

starved? If the fire is growing despite your efforts, it is time for you and your family to leave to prevent injury or 

loss of life. Close the door of the kitchen and house as you leave to help contain the fire. Call 911 as soon as 

you can and do not re-enter your home until the fire is out. 

     Along with holiday celebrations, it is also hunting season! Please be aware of how you are handling your 

gun when walking or climbing in and out of your deer stand. Make sure that your gun is working properly 

before you go. Never load a firearm until you are ready to use it. Know where your hunting party is at all times.  

Always identify your target, and what lies behind it, before putting your finger on the trigger. Dress in orange, 

and dress for the weather. Have a fully charged cell phone, and a back-up battery. Be familiar with the area 

you plan to hunt in.  Always let someone know where you are. Carry a survival kit with water, snacks, tarp or 

raincoat, and flashlight in case you get lost or injured and have to await help. Carry a first aid kit with big 

bandages, gauze, scissors, and a tourniquet. Do not hunt while intoxicated. Be aware of your surroundings so 

that you do not injure yourself or others. If an accident occurs, or you are lost, do not move. Call 911. They can 

ping your location off of your cellphone. They will page us out and we will be there to help! 

 

 


