
NEWS FROM THE ELLSBURG VFD 20220202 

 

     Our February meeting took place on February 2.  Our March meeting is scheduled for FRIDAY, March 4, 

2022, at 6:30pm at the Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  This meeting is being held on Friday, instead of our 

usual Wednesday, because of the EMR classes being held in our firehall.  All are welcome to attend! 

     Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) classes began on February 9.  This is a 40 hour course that trains 

the students to quickly assess a patient, determine what resources are needed to treat this patient, provide 

immediate first aid, and help transfer the care of the patient to the arriving ambulance crew.  We have 11 

members of our department that are trained to respond at this level.  We are happy to announce that members 

Tim Linder, Chris Morinville, and Tom Slatten are now taking this course to be EMR’s.  Tim has been a 

valuable member of our department for several years.  Chris has been an active member of our team for 1 

year.  Tom is a brand new member who joined us in February.  He comes to us with decades of nursing 

experience and we feel fortunate to have him.  We applaud these three for making the commitment to 

complete this training. They are a tremendous asset to our department and to the people we serve.  Thank you 

Tim, Chris, and Tom! 

     The annual Melrude Winter Frolic was held on February 12.  It was a chilly frolic with temperatures in the -

20’s.  Lee Voigt had a fire going for warmth and s’mores.  Arrlette Krog grilled the brats and hot dogs to 

perfection. The ketchup did not freeze this year, but we found that the water bottles iced up immediately when 

they were opened. The sliding hill was a bit gravelly, but plenty of sliding was done. All of the money raffle 

tickets were sold, and 10 children went home happy with the sleds that they won.  The Frolic is always a good 

chance to mingle with other residents and catch up on what’s happening with everyone.  Our department 

always attends the Frolic.  We are on stand-by in case of any injuries. Thankfully, there were no injuries this 

year. Besides being fun for us, attending the Frolic is also a good chance to promote our department, run our 

equipment, do some PR, and recruit volunteers. 

     The Ellsburg Township Annual Meeting will be held after the elections on Tuesday, March 8, at 8:30pm at 

the Melrude Town Hall.  Residents are encouraged to attend this meeting to see who will serve on the 

Township board, and to bring up any concerns that they have.  This is also the time for the board to relay 

township needs and present the levy that the residents will vote on.  Residents should be interested in knowing 

what the tax money that they are paying is being spent on.  Please attend the meeting and let your opinion be 

heard and your vote counted. 

     One issue that will be discussed and voted on at this meeting is the addition or renovation of the Melrude 

Firehall.  A committee consisting of township officers, fire department members, and area residents was 

formed last September with the purpose of researching solutions to the problem.  Our fire department is 

responsible for protecting the 72 square miles of Ellsburg Township, as well as 13 sections of the unorganized 

township on our eastern border. We must maintain two firehalls because of the size of the area that we 

cover.  These firehalls are about 10 miles apart on primarily dirt roads.  The train crosses the road in three 

locations between the two firehalls.  The primary responding area of our Bass Lake Firehall is the area east of, 

and including, Lake Albert to North Comstock Lake Road.  The primary responding area for our Melrude 

Firehall includes all properties on and surrounding Berg Lake, Dinham Lake, Morcom Lake, Bobcat Ridge 

Road, Stone Road, Nelson Road, Lee Road, Arizona Road, Cemetery Road, Sheldon Road, Peary Bailey 

Road, Young Lake Road, Melrude Road, East and West Melrude Roads, the West Ellsburg Forest Road, the 

southern half of Lake Augusta, and all properties and traffic on Highway 53 between mile markers 42 and 47. 

This is a total of about 152 properties plus all of the Highway 53 traffic.  The Melrude Firehall supplies back-up 

for the Bass Lake Firehall, and aids the Cotton, Northland, Kelsey, and Central Lakes fire departments as 

needed. Last year, 50% of our calls were in the primary responding area of the Melrude Firehall.  Clearly, the 

Melrude Firehall is important for the protection of our township. 

     The main issues with the Melrude Firehall is that the building is too small, the garage doors are too narrow 

and have no remotes, and there is no floor drain.  The firehall is 35 feet wide with three 10 ft wide garage 

doors. This leaves little room between the vehicles.  There are three vehicles in this hall.  Rescue 5 is the 



medical response rig, as well as the wildland fire response rig. There is also an Engine and a Tanker. Rescue 

5 is 8 feet wide, the Engine is 8’4” wide, and the Tanker is 8’8” wide.  Each of these vehicles has two side-view 

mirrors that stick out 16” from the window.  These mirrors are necessary to view the sides of the vehicles 

during driving, parking, and monitoring pump operations.  There are no rear view mirrors on fire trucks because 

the water tanks block the view.  Remember, the garage door is only 10’ wide.  While Rescue 5 can fit through 

the door, the Engine and Tanker cannot fit through a 10’ wide door unless the side mirrors are pulled in. This 

means that when I get paged for a call that requires the Engine or Tanker, I drive to the firehall, open the man 

door, shimmy around Rescue 5 (there is about 2 feet between Rescue 5 and the wall), get my gear on, go to 

the garage door in front of the Engine or Tanker to push the button to open the door (there are no openers for 

these doors), disconnect the air hoses (these vehicles have air brakes and need to stay connected to air 

compressors), climb up into the cab and start the vehicle, pull out of the building, stop and engage the air 

brakes, dismount the vehicle so that I can pull out the side mirror on the driver’s side, run around to the 

passenger side to pull out that side mirror, run back into the bay to shut the garage door, climb back up into the 

cab, and drive away.  All this with gear on and adrenaline running through my body because there is an 

emergency and fire department standards dictate that someone must be on the scene of the emergency within 

20 minutes of when the pager went off.  Suddenly, 20 minutes seems like a short amount of time, and I am 

ready to have a medical emergency myself before I get the Engine or Tanker up to speed. 

     In an emergency, a quick response time means everything.  Every minute delayed results in the death of 

more brain cells if you are afflicted with a stroke or are unable to breathe.  Every minute delayed results in the 

death of more heart muscle if you are suffering a heart attack.  Every minute delayed means more blood loss 

leading to organ failure if you have suffered an accident or other trauma. Every minute delayed means the fire 

grows and more possessions and lives could be lost.  20 minutes will seem like an eternity if you are watching 

someone suffer or your house burning. 

     Because this firehall is so narrow, the vehicles have sustained damage.  There are scrapes and dents on 

them from pulling out of the firehall or backing into it.  Garage doors have been damaged.  Battery chargers 

and air compressors have sustained damage from their cords and hoses becoming entangled in 

equipment.  There is no drain in this firehall.  Last year, our Engine sprung a leak in its water tank.  It holds 

1000 gallons of water. Luckily, the leak was noticed before all of the water drained out, but not before 

equipment, gear, and hall damage was incurred. The three vehicles together hold 3250 gallons of water.  We 

need a drain in case of a leak, and also so that we have the ability to wash a vehicle other than outside in 

summertime. Your tax dollars pay for these continuous repairs. 

     The only area available in this firehall for storage is behind the tanker. The tanker is 27 feet long and the 

firehall is 39 feet long in that bay. This gives us an area of about 10’ by 12’ to store our gear, extra 

hoses, wildland fire water bags, tools, and clerical stuff.  Our stuff is mostly stored on the floor, which is not 

nice or convenient and is certainly a tripping hazard.  There is no room for storage behind the Engine or 

Rescue 5 because the bathroom and township storage are located there.  There is also no room to do any 

mechanical work on these vehicles. They must be pulled out of the firehall to be serviced.  This is not always 

feasible because of the weather conditions here. 

     The committee has researched solutions to these problems.  They looked at building a new firehall, but the 

cost was way too much.  They looked at adding on an addition to the firehall, but it is easier to get grants for a 

new building than for an addition.  They are now considering constructing an approximately 24’ X 32’ separate 

garage next to the firehall.  Housing a vehicle here opens up a bay for extra room and storage in the 

firehall.  The firehall garage doors will change from 3 doors to 2 wider doors. A floor drain will be put into the 

new building.  At this time, this seems to be the best solution for our needs and the most fiscally responsible 

solution for the residents who will need to contribute financially to this by way of a levy.  The committee has 

received one estimate, so far, of about $200,000 for this project.  This would mean a one-time increase to the 

2023 property taxes. A property valued at $200,000 would see a one-time levy of $350. This does not take into 

account the amount of any grants received (and there are grants for this available), donations received, or 

township contributions.  Still, if the total amount is $350 think of it as a life insurance policy costing each 



household about $1 a day for just one year. You may not think that you will ever use our services.  I bet that 

the 38 emergencies that we responded to last year never thought that they would need us either.  Yet, they 

did.  And we responded.  Please come to the meeting on March 8, at 8:30pm.  We need your support.  As 

always, if you have an emergency, call 911.  We will be there to help. 

 

 
 

 
 

  



Melrude 2022 Winter Frolic Pictures 

 

 
 

 
 

  



                  
 

                  
 

  



     
 

 

 

 

   
 

 


