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     Our April meeting took place on Wednesday, April 7, at the Bass Lake Firehall.  This was an in-person meeting.  Finally, 
we are able to meet together again!  This is really important for an organization like ours.  Our May meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, May 5, 6:30pm, at the Bass Lake Firehall.  And, finally again, all are invited to attend! We are 
always looking for new members.  If you are 18 years or older, please consider joining our department.  There is a 
monthly meeting and one or two monthly trainings.  We average about two emergency calls a month. Some months, 
especially at the change of seasons or when there has been a big fire, we need to have a work night to get the vehicles 
ready for the next emergency.  Remember, though, that this is a volunteer organization.  You are not required, or 
expected, to attend every event! We value any time that you have to spare for us.  Come to a meeting.  If you are 
interested, you can join.  If you find that it doesn’t interest you, at least you found out what your tax dollars are 
supporting.  
     The Red Cross Smoke Detector installation program was put on hold during the pandemic.  However, with new Covid 
guidelines, we are able to once again offer free smoke detectors and installation to Ellsburg residents.  This applies to 
full time residents, as well as seasonal residents.  Smoke detectors should be placed in every bedroom and hallway.  We 
are allowed to install up to three free smoke detectors per residence. Please contact us if you are interested.  Our 
Firehall number is 482-3777.  Our email is ellsburgvfd1102@gmail.com. 
     We had a dangerous start to the wildland fire season this year.  There was the warm, dry weather with unrelenting 
winds.  The fire danger was extremely high.  Then came the nine days of rain.  The rain really helped to green things up 
and lessen the danger.  However, wildland fire is always possible until the snow blankets everything again.  The DNR 
came to our Firehall and presented some excellent training on fighting wildfires. They explained what resources they 
have available to help us.  A good part of the training was reviewing the big wildfire we had in our township last 
year.  The first responsibility in a wildfire is to protect the lives and homes of our residents.  We do this through 
evacuation and spraying your house with water if danger is close.  A wildland fire should be fought from the rear (the 
area where the fire is coming from), then up the flanks, and finally pinch off the front.  If you try to fight an oncoming 
wildfire from the front, you risk getting run over, surrounded, and trapped by the fire.  Be careful of using 4-wheelers or 
tracked vehicles in a swamp.  If you break down, or get stuck, the fire can overrun you faster than you can run back 
out.  Finally, always have an escape route planned.  One of our engines or tankers that go down a dirt road in our 
township requires more than a three-point turn to turn around.  More like a 12-point turn!  That would take a while and 
would be catastrophic if the fire was coming toward that vehicle.  The driver should consider backing the vehicle down 
the road.  Like the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  Please read the wildfire prevention tips 
for your home written by Gloria Erickson and Firewise elsewhere in this paper. 
     Our automatic CPR machine, the AutoPulse, has arrived and we received training on its use.  Thanks again to those 
who donated so that we could purchase this equipment!  If you want to see it, contact a member of our department, 
call, or send an email, and we will be glad to show you how it works. 
     The lakes are open and boating season is here.  The water, however, is still cold.  30% of the fatal boating accidents 
that occur in Minnesota each year happen when the water is still cold.  This is because cold water can incapacitate even 
the strongest swimmer.  Take a moment now to plan for a safe boating season.  Make sure that you have the 
recommended safety equipment on your boat, and test that it is functional.  A life jacket is the only thing that can help 
you survive a fall into the water, but you have to be wearing it.  There are many varieties of life jackets available.  Surely 
you can find one that is comfortable for you and does not restrict the activity that you are planning to do.  Old, faded, or 
ripped life jackets are not safe.  Make sure that all children on a boat are wearing a life jacket.  This is a new year, start 
with new rules.  Everyone wears a life jacket.  Everyone sits in a moving boat.  The captain abstains from drinking 
alcohol.  Have a charged phone so that you can call in an emergency.  Check the weather to avoid shifting winds or 
storms.  Carry a first-aid kit on the boat. 
     Sunglasses are an important safety item for our eyes.  The ultraviolet (UV) light from the sun can cause cataracts, 
macular degeneration, retinopathy, eye cancers, growths on the eye called pterygium, and photokeratitis from 
reflections off of snow, ice, sand, or water.  All ages are at risk for these conditions, so make sure that even infants are 
protected with sunglasses and a hat.  UV light rays can pass through clouds and haze, so wear your sunglasses always 
when you are outside.  When purchasing sunglasses, look for a label that says “100% protection against both UVA and 
UVB” or “100% protection against UV 400”.  Frames that wrap around the sides of the face offer the best 
protection.  Cost, lens color or tint, lens darkness, mirror coating, and polarization play no role in UV protection.  Dark 
lenses may look cool, but they do not block more UV light unless they are specifically labeled as doing so.  Amber, green, 
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or gray lenses can increase contrast, which is useful for sports such as baseball or golf, but unless they are labeled as 
above, they do not offer adequate UV protection.  Sunglasses can be expensive or low cost.  As long as they are marked 
as 100% UV blocking, the cost does not matter.  You can judge the quality of sunglasses by performing a simple 
test.  Look at something with a rectangular pattern such as floor tile.  Hold the glasses at a comfortable distance, cover 
one eye, and move the glasses slowly from side to side and then up and down. If the lines stay straight, the lenses are 
good.  If the lines wiggle, especially in the center of the lens, choose another pair.  Polarized lenses reduce the glare 
from reflection that bounces off of smooth surfaces like water, pavement, or windows.  This is useful in driving and 
water activities, but polarization does not block UV rays unless labeled.  Many polarized lenses today are combined with 
a UV-blocking substance. Polarized sunglasses with 100% UV protection are a good safety feature for your eyes.  Always 
plan your activities with safety in mind.  But if something does go wrong, call 911.  We will be there to help!  
 

 
 

Training with the AUTOPULSE 


