
News From the Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department 20210602 
 
     Our June meeting took place on Wednesday, June 2.  Our July meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 7, at 
6:30pm, at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  Our meetings are in-person, and everyone is invited to attend. 
     Our department had Emergency Vehicle Operator Training in June.  This is a yearly requirement where we must 
demonstrate our ability to drive our big vehicles forward, backwards, serpentine, back into a spot, parallel park, and get 
close to an obstacle without hitting it.  All of this is done under the watchful eye of an instructor and with the use of 
traffic cones.  Points are deducted for hitting a cone. You must also demonstrate your ability to guide someone backing 
up in a vehicle.  Very important training!  I am happy to report I only hit three cones! 
     The bridge over the Paleface River that is located on Melrude Road between Lee Road and Arizona Road is being 
replaced.  The road will be closed here until the work is completed in August.  This closure means that the three of us 
who respond to the Melrude Firehall must use Highway 53, to Comstock Lake Road, to Melrude Road to respond to any 
emergencies from Arizona Road to Comstock Lake Road.  Those responding to the Bass Lake Firehall must use the 
highway to respond to any emergencies on West Melrude Road, Lee Road, and the WhistleStop.  This does cause a delay 
in our response. Hopefully, the bridge will be completed before schedule.  Of real concern is that we have witnessed 
some people on 4 wheelers and on a side-by-side try to cross over the work site by using the railroad tracks.  Please do 
not do this!!  There is a curve in the tracks just south of Arizona Road. You cannot see if a train is coming, and the train 
cannot see you there.  Remember that it takes a train quite a distance to stop.  Please talk to your teens.  Taking the 
train tracks to get over to the park and basketball courts is definitely not worth the risk of life! 
     There are three vehicles in the Melrude Firehall.  In the first bay is Rescue 5, which is a medical and wildfire vehicle.  
In the second bay is Engine 1, which holds 1000 gallons of water that it can pump at 1250 gallons per minute.  In the 
third bay is Tanker 1, which holds 2000 gallons of water.  This tanker is a big vehicle.  Perhaps it is too big to comfortably 
fit into the Melrude Firehall.  Last year, when we needed to respond to the big wildfire we had on Lee Road, we had no 
power in that firehall.  That meant that the garage doors needed to be raised by hand since that firehall has no backup 
generator.  Needless to say, the door could not be raised by hand high enough for Tanker 1 and the door and the vehicle 
sustained damage. Tanker 1 also sustained damage while backing into the firehall on another occasion.  To move this 
vehicle in or out of its bay requires folding in the side mirrors.  Folding in these mirrors allows a clearance of an inch of 
room when passing through the opening. There is no rear view mirror to be used for backing up a fire vehicle because 
you would only be able to see the tank behind the rear window.  Putting your head out of the window to gauge your 
distance puts the driver at risk of serious head injury.  Backing Tanker 1 into the bay is a process done blindly, with 
fingers crossed, and prayers mumbled.  The driver must literally “thread the needle” each time.  More recently, Tanker 1 
was successfully navigated past the door only to then snag on the air compressor hose which resulted in the air 
compressor and the battery charger sitting next to it being destroyed.  Another $1000 to replace those units!  Those two 
units were sitting against the wall, but they were still in the way.  The Tanker has air brakes, so does the Engine, and 
these vehicles must always be plugged in.  There is no other place to put the air compressor as it needs to be where it 
can reach the vehicles. Now imagine this very true scenario.  The pager of the responder goes off signaling a fire in our 
township that requires Tanker 1 to respond.  The responder drives to the firehall and unlocks the door.  Then he must 
shimmy past Rescue 5 (which is right in front of the door), cross the back of the firehall and squeeze between the Engine 
and Tanker 1 to get to the button that is pushed to open the bay door for Tanker 1. No, there are no remotes for these 
doors. Then he must unplug the air hose which runs from the compressor by the wall, under the vehicle to the driver’s 
side where it is plugged in, hoping that the compressor hose is lying flat on the ground.  Now you can start the vehicle 
and pull it out of the bay.  Now put the brakes back on, exit the vehicle, run back into the firehall to shut the bay door 
and the man door, and then go back to the Tanker. Go to the passenger side and unfold and tighten the side mirror, 
unfold and tighten the side mirror on the driver’s side, climb up into the seat, release the brakes and you can finally 
respond to the emergency.  But, how many precious minutes were lost? At the Bass Lake Firehall, the responders can 
unplug the vehicles and go.  There are remotes, there is no “threading the needle”, and there is no monkeying around 
with mirrors and wrenches.   
     The fire department has requested a new, larger bay to be built next to the Melrude Firehall.  Not a new firehall, mind 
you, but just one bay that is wider, taller, and longer so that we can better house our tanker. Why not just get a smaller 
vehicle that fits in the old hall? A new vehicle would be much more expensive than a new bay.  All vehicles today are 
much larger than at the time this firehall was built.  There are standards for how much water must be available for us to 
be called a full fire department.  The Tanker in Melrude holds 2000 gallons.  The Tanker in Bass Lake Firehall holds 2500 
gallons.  Between the Engine and Tanker in the Melrude Firehall, we have 3000 gallons available.  The Tanker’s job is to 



refill the Engine.  Since the Engine can pump 1250 gallons per minute, it would take about 2.4 minutes to empty the 
water from the Engine and Tanker onto the fire.  Remember, there are no fire hydrants in our township so there is not 
an unlimited supply of water.  This is why we have two Engines, two Tankers, and drop tanks that we can fill with water.  
But the tankers have to hook up to the dry hydrant or to a lake to get refilled.  There must be a constant convoy of 
tankers to keep the engines full so that they can “put the wet stuff on the red stuff” as we say.   
     We cannot have less water available to protect your property. Part of the cost of your homeowners insurance is 
based on the fire protection that is available to your home. Fire damage is the leading cause of insurance claims, so an 
insurance company has to weigh the risk of insuring you. The Insurance Services Office (ISO) has developed a rating 
system, the Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS).  Your home is rated on a scale of 1-10 based on fire safety 
contingencies.  If you are more than five miles from a fire station, you may not get coverage. Other factors include the 
availability of firefighters, the distance to a fire hydrant, the quality of local emergency notification services (911), and 
community awareness of wildfire risks, sprinkler systems,… that could protect your home.  We have no hydrants or full 
time firefighters so we lose points there.  Our department has vehicles with good water carrying abilities, personnel that 
respond to the pages, and a reliable 911 service. That, at least, keeps us on the scale so that you can have coverage.  We 
need one more, larger bay at the Melrude Firehall to protect you better and faster.  We need your help to accomplish 
this.  It is for the protection of your property.  This is what your tax dollars should support. Town Board meetings are on 
the last Tuesday of the month, at 6pm, at the Ellsburg Town Hall. Please attend a meeting, or send a correspondence to 
let the residents and board members know your opinion. 
     There will be a 3rd of July Parade, Picnic, Raffle, and Games this year!  It will be a scaled down version, but we plan to 
have fun.  The date is Saturday, July 3, from noon to 2pm.  Come to the Town Hall and join in the fun!  While you are 
there, check out the Melrude Firehall. There will be stuffed Dalmatians! 
     It has been hot this summer!  Please be careful about avoiding heat related illnesses.  These illnesses include heat 
stroke, heat exhaustion, heat cramps, sunburn, and heat rash. Heat stroke can be fatal, and the other heat illnesses can 
contribute to heat stroke if not stopped.  Wear lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothes. Stay in air-conditioned 
areas during the hottest periods. Limit your outdoor activities. Cut down on outdoor exercising.  Wear sunscreen.  Do 
not leave children or pets in cars. Stay hydrated with non-alcoholic and non-caffeinated beverages. Be aware of the 
symptoms of a heat emergency in yourself and others.  Watch for heavy sweating, fast but weak pulse, nausea, 
vomiting, muscle cramps, tiredness, dizziness and headache. As the illness progresses, the body will lose the ability to 
sweat and the body temperature will rise.  Confusion and loss of consciousness signify a serious condition. Move the 
person to a cooler place and cool them with cool, wet cloths.  Call 911 right away if you begin vomiting, the symptoms 
have lasted more than an hour, the symptoms are worsening, or there is loss of consciousness. We will be there to help!    
      

 


