
News From The Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department 20210901 
 
     Our September meeting took place on Wednesday, September 1.  Our October meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, October 6, at 6:30pm at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
     We received a request from a cabin owner in our township to join our department.  Our constitution and bylaws state 
that volunteers shall be residents of Ellsburg Township or contiguous townships.  Yet, Brenda is a certified firefighter and 
Emergency Medical Responder.  We could sure use her help, even if it is only on weekends when she is at her cabin.  
How many other weekend or summer residents of Ellsburg would be willing and able to help us out? We decided to 
change our bylaws to allow property owners in Ellsburg to join.  We feel that this would allow more people to volunteer.  
It will help our department as well as our township.  We are all volunteers, which means that no one is sitting at any of 
our firehalls waiting for a call to come in. The more people that are available to respond, the better the chance that 
someone will be at your doorstep when you need our help. 
     At our National Night Out event in August, I announced that a committee would be formed to evaluate and 
determine a solution for the space needs in our Melrude Firehall. The committee is comprised of members of the town 
board and fire department.  We needed some members of the community on the committee to voice unbiased 
opinions.  Thank you to Dale Wick, Terry Giernett, and Mike Luukonen for volunteering your time to serve on this 
committee! 
     It was a very busy month of August for us.  We were paged out 7 times!  Two of these were for fires, and five pages 
were for medical needs. One required a helicopter transport. That is a lot of calls for our department in one month.  As 
of this writing in September, we have responded to one page for a medical need.  This now puts us at the same number 
of pages that we responded to in all of 2020, and those 29 pages were a record number for us. There is still a quarter of 
a year to go!  We will be setting a new record this year again. 
     Along with responding to pages, we have to do training.  We have been lucky to have Scott Christopherson volunteer 
to train us these past two months.  Scott is a summer resident of Ellsburg who spent 30 years as a member of the Pike-
Sandy-Britt fire department and as a fire instructor. What a valuable resource for us!  Now when we change our 
constitution and bylaws, Scott would be able to join our department for the summer. Scott is very easy-going and a 
fount of knowledge.  He has a way of presenting the material that makes it very understandable. 
     Engines are full of levers and gauges that you must adjust in order to pump the water out of the engine and through 
several hoses to make sure that the firefighters at the end of each hose have the quantity and pressure of water that 
they need to protect themselves and put the wet stuff on the red stuff.  Our Engine 11 has a tank that holds 750 gallons 
of water.  It’s pump can pump 1500 gallons a minute.  You won’t need to do much math to figure out that the tank of 
Engine 11 would be empty in less than a minute.  That is why you need to have a water source hooked up to continually 
supply Engine 11 with water that can be pumped.  Remember that we do not have hydrants here.  This is where our 
tankers and drop tanks come into play. A drop tank is like an above ground swimming pool that can hold up to about 
3000 gallons of water. Our Tanker 4 carries 2600 gallons of water. We set up the drop tank and filled it with the water 
from the tanker. Again, you don’t need to do much math to figure out that the engine will pump this amount of water in 
just under two minutes.  Now where can you get more water?  We commonly use more than one tanker at a fire.  One is 
emptying while the other is refilling. It has to be a constant relay. That is why we have two tankers.  And where do you 
refill? We can pump water out of lakes or rivers, from our dry hydrant, or from our static underground tanks.  We have 
underground tanks in both of our firehalls.  These tanks each hold 8000 gallons of water.  Put a pump on there and suck 
it up into your tanker or engine. That gives you another 5 minutes of water to pump. We are fortunate to have these 
underground tanks.  Some departments don’t have them.  Imagine having to fill your tank with a garden hose.  Stick the 
hose down there and turn it on.  Then, go to the Wilbert for a nice leisurely lunch or dinner and when you come back it 
may be somewhat full! These are all of the water movement relays that we practiced with Scott. Like he kept saying, 
“Where is your water coming from and where do you want it to go?” Then, look at your gauges and levers and have the 
confidence to make it do what you want it to do.  Just don’t let the engine run out of water in the pumping mode!  It 
makes terrible noises! It was excellent training!  Thank you so much, Scott!   
     Fire Prevention Week is October 3-9.  The theme for this year is “Learn the Sound of Fire Safety”.  Make sure that you, 
and your family, know the sounds of your smoke detector and carbon monoxide detector. When you hear the beep, get 
on your feet!  When you hear the chirp, it is time for a change of batteries or a replacement alarm.  The Red Cross is 
once again supplying free smoke detectors for your home.  The only catch is that the fire department must install them 
for you.  If you need this service, please let us know! 



     October brings many people into the woods.  Besides recreational activities such as hiking, hunting, and leaf peeping, 
the fall season is the time to clear trails.  This usually involves the use of a chainsaw.  A chainsaw is an indispensable tool 
for felling trees or cutting up those that have fallen onto trails or roads. However, a chainsaw can be a lethal weapon.  
Treat it with respect. Do not operate a chainsaw above your shoulder height.  Never work alone when using a chainsaw.  
Have someone within calling distance.  If you are felling a tree, make sure that other people are at least two tree lengths 
away.  Have an escape route planned and cleared to the rear and side. Check for hazards such as electrical or 
telecommunication cables.  Watch for branches or tops which could dislodge and fall into your work area.  Never 
operate your chainsaw when you are under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or you are fatigued.  Your chainsaw is 
designed to cut wood only.  Do not use it to cut other material, or use your chainsaw guide bar for levering or digging.  
Know your capabilities.  There are some jobs that should be left to a professional with the right equipment.  Shut the 
chainsaw off before carrying it.  Place the bar cover on when transporting or carrying the chainsaw. Do not work in 
adverse conditions such as high winds, heavy rain, or snow. Always wear protective clothing, no matter how small the 
job.  Protective clothing must include a hard hat, safety goggles, face shield, hearing protection, chaps for leg protection, 
safety footwear, and puncture-proof gloves.  
     An average of 3 million chainsaws are bought in this country each year.  There are over 28,000 chainsaw related 
injuries each year.  Most of these injuries involve cuts to the hands or legs.  The left hand and wrist are injured 
frequently.  About 10% of the injuries involve the head and neck regions.  The most common injuries are caused by 
kickback, pushback, and pull-in.  Kickback is the biggest hazard of these.  Kickback occurs when the rotating chain is 
stopped suddenly by contact with a more solid area.  This throws the saw rapidly backward toward the operator, and 
causes severe facial, head, neck, shoulder, and hand injuries.  Kickback injuries can occur in less than a tenth of a second. 
The average chainsaw injury requires 110 stitches.  A chainsaw can cut deeply into the flesh resulting in major blood 
loss.  Always carry a first aid kit with you that includes large bandages or pads and a tourniquet. Don’t forget your 
cellphone. If a wound occurs, place the large bandage directly over it and apply lots of pressure. If you don’t have a 
bandage, use a T-shirt or fleece jacket.  Anything absorbent will help.  If the bleeding does not stop, and it is on a limb, 
apply a tourniquet around the limb closer to the body.  If you do not have a tourniquet, use a belt.  There are Stop The 
Bleed kits available which are recommended for bleeding injuries such as those found in logging or hunting accidents.  
These kits are about 6”X8” and easily packable in your gear.  They contain a tourniquet with directions, scissors, 
bandaging, and clotting gauze.  They cost about $60.00 but they could save your - or a friend or family member’s- life or 
limb. Please consider purchasing one.  If you do sustain an injury, do not hesitate to call 911.  We will be there to help!    
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 


