
News From The Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department 20220608 
 

     Our June meeting was held on June 8 due to training on our usual meeting day.  Our July meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, July 6, at 6:30pm at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  All are welcome to attend. 

     The Melrude July 4th Parade and Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 2, in “downtown” Melrude by the 

town hall.  The parade will begin at noon.  Do you plan to enter a float in the parade, drive a vehicle or bike, or 

march?  It’s free, so consider it!  The route will be on Melrude Road and the turn-around will be at the 

intersection of Melrude and Arizona Roads. Following the parade, there will be hotdogs, brats, chips, and water 

available outside at the rear of the town hall.  There will be games for kids such as ring-the-pop, beanbag, and 

fishing for stuffed animals.  There will be sack races, tug-of-war, pudding pie eating, water shooters, and water 

balloons.  Come visit the fire department table for giveaways.  Yes, there will be plush Dalmatians!  The raffle 

begins at 2pm. A kayak, a floating water mat, and a tow-behind are the lake toys that will be raffled.  There will 

also be several themed baskets for the raffle. Please consider donating a basket for the raffle.  All proceeds 

from the raffle will be divided between the Melrude Community Club and the fire department.  This annual 

parade and picnic is a fun event for the community.  It is great to see all of our summer residents again! 

     National Night Out will be on Tuesday, August 2, at the Bass Lake Firehall.  We are just starting to plan this 

community event, but this gives you time to put it on your calendar.  National Night Out is another opportunity 

for the community to come together and visit and eat some good food.  It also gives us an opportunity to 

showcase our equipment and let you know what we are up to. Maybe you will like what you see and consider 

joining our department! 

     We have two new members!  Arnold Carlson and Stan Johnston have decided to join!  Arnold is 18 and just 

graduated from high school.  We welcome his youth, strength, and willingness to help his community.  His 

interest in diesel mechanics will certainly come in handy! We don’t see too many young people willing to take 

the time to serve their community, so we admire Arnold for doing this.  Maybe it will inspire others to join!  Stan 

is retired.  This is good for us because most of our department members are working out of the area during the 

day.  There are only a few of us that are available for daytime emergencies, so we welcome Stan’s decision to 

join us.  Thank you, Arnold and Stan, for giving of your time to help your community! We are sure that you will 

enjoy being part of our EVFD family! 

     When you join our department, you can choose whether you want to be trained in medical or fire response, 

or be a support person.  Sometimes, you want to be a part of the department for a while before you decide 

this.  There are many ways to help out.  When you join, you get a hat and a T-shirt.  If you are going to respond 

to emergencies, you will also get a pager and a radio.  Arnold and Stan both want to start out by driving our 

vehicles to the scene, and helping out as needed.  There is a 3 hour classroom training on driving our vehicles 

that Arnold, Stan, Chris, and Tom attended in June.  This is like Driver’s Ed where you get to hear the rules of 

driving emergency vehicles and watch movies of emergency vehicle crashes.  You only need to do the 

classroom portion once.  Then there is the behind the wheel training.  This also took place in June. Most of our 

department participates in the driving portion yearly.  We get permission to use the old ICO lot in Cotton.  The 

instructor sets up cones so that we can practice driving forward, backwards, serpentine, parking, and 

maneuvering in a very narrow area. One of our vehicles, the Freightliner Tanker 4, has a back-up 

camera.  With all of the other vehicles, you must rely on the side-view mirrors.  There are no rear-view mirrors, 

because the rear view is blocked by water tanks.  This driving practice is a good opportunity to get comfortable 

with a vehicle when there isn’t the stress of an emergency. Plus, it is a lot of fun because we usually prank 

each other! 

     On June 1, our department had team-building training.  We have never done this before. It was a very 

useful training.  Billie and Brandon Hendrickson came from Duluth to lead us in this training.  Before the night 

of the training, each of us were able to anonymously list and submit what we saw as working or not working in 

our department.  Billie and Brandon summarized all of these for our training night and led us in discussing 

ways to build on what was working and “fix” what was not working.  The focus of this was mainly on 

communication, relationships between members, behaviors, and respect.  It was a great experience for those 



who attended. We were able to re-visit why we joined and what we hope to get out of our experience with the 

department.  I have always felt that we have a close-knit, supportive, “family” type of group, for the most 

part.  This training emphasized that, and showed that our members are really committed to this department 

and this community. 

     Our vice-president, Bill McKechnie, has been very busy spearheading the plans to renovate the Melrude 

Firehall.  We need some more room in that firehall. Be sure to check out this firehall when you come to the 

parade and picnic.  After much measuring, speaking with the county planners, and meeting with contractors, 

Bill has come up with a plan that gives us the room that we need and is fiscally responsible for our tax payers 

who will have to contribute to this renovation.  There will be a meeting on Tuesday, July 12, at 6pm, in the 

Melrude Town Hall for all residents to come and vote on a levy to finance this project.  Please plan to come 

and let your voice be heard and your vote counted! 

      Summertime fun by a lake generally involves water toys.  If you are lucky enough to win the raffle for the 

towable, you will have a popular water toy.  This means lots of refreshing fun if a few safety rules are 

followed.  Always make sure that the person being towed on the toy has a life jacket on. If the rider falls off the 

toy, he will become separated from the boat also.  The sudden bounce off of the toy, as well as the waves 

kicked up from the boat, can overwhelm a swimmer.  If you are towing young children on the tubes, keep the 

speed between 8 and 12mph. The younger the age, the slower the speed.  Young children are lighter in weight 

and can easily lose their grip or be catapulted off.  Teenagers and adults can be towed at speeds of 15 to 

20mph. Always start off by pulling the toy inside of the wake to keep the tube from submerging or 

submarining.  Make sure the line is tight before you accelerate. You can then advance to some gentle S turns 

back and forth over the wake.  Getting some ‘air’ is fine if the riders want to, but too much ‘air’, especially on 

multi-rider models, can slam rider’s bodies into each other and cause injuries.  Remember that when the boat 

is turning at 20 miles per hour, the tube can be whipping at 55 miles per hour.   Many tubes can produce a 

drag of 1000 pounds.  Make sure that the rope anchoring site is strong enough to support that. Tubing ropes 

are stronger than wakeboard or ski ropes.  They are usually rated at 2000, 4000, or 6000 pound breaking 

strengths.  The rope should be at least 50 feet long, and no longer than 65 feet.  Check your rope before each 

use and look for signs of fraying, fading, knots, and other damage.  Only tow a tube if the boat has an 

experienced driver and observer.  Stay at least two rope lengths away from other boats, docks, shallow water, 

and swimmers.  If the rope breaks, the tube riders will continue their forward motion. Make sure that the engine 

cut off switch lanyard is attached.  Stay away from the sandbars and rock piles.  Devise a set of hand signals 

that allow the riders to communicate their desire to go faster, slower, stop, turn around, and I’m ok (in case of a 

fall). Always pick up a fallen rider on the driver’s side so that you can maintain control of the boat.  If you are 

the driver, avoid constantly watching the riders.  Your focus is on safe driving.  Let the observer monitor the 

riders. 

     A NIH study showed that tubing is actually just as dangerous as wake boarding and water skiing.  This is 

because tubing is usually done with more than one rider.  The injuries come when the bodies knock 

together.  This can result in sprains, broken bones, and head injuries. Severe injuries can occur when tubing in 

an area where there are other boats that may come between your boat and towable because they don’t realize 

that you are towing. Lying down tubes are usually safer than sit down ones because there is less chance of 

head bonking.  Do not allow children less than 3 years old to ride a tube.  At this age, an adult should be riding 

with the child. A child can be allowed to tube without an adult with them when they are 5 years old.  This really 

depends on the child.  Will he listen to the rules?  Will he stay on the towable?  According to the Coast Guard, 

there were 15 deaths in 2018 that were attributed to towed watersports.  The causes of these fatalities were 

attributed to operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, machinery failure, and excessive 

speed. 

     We have had many very windy days this spring and summer.  This has resulted in a lot of logs floating in 

our lakes and rivers.  Some of these logs are submerged.  Please check out the area before you tube, jump off 

of a dock, raft, or boat, or go down a slide into the water.  With wave action, these conditions can change.  The 

greatest risk any time you are near the water is drowning.  This is the second leading cause of accidental 



death among children ages 1 to 14.  Supervise your children always.  Put life jackets on all of them.  Keep 

children under age 5 within arm’s reach.  

     Know the signs of drowning.  A drowning victim usually has his head tilted back in an attempt to 

breathe.  The body will be vertical in the water with the arms extended out to the sides.  The victim uses all of 

his energy to keep his head above water, so he does not cry out for help or wave his arms like they do in the 

movies.  He will struggle for about 20-60 seconds before he ingests and aspirates water into his stomach and 

airway.  This causes laryngospasm, which is a spasm of the vocal cords, which blocks the flow of air into the 

lungs and prevents sound from escaping.  This lack of air in the lungs deprives the body tissues and organs of 

oxygen.  Unconsciousness, respiratory arrest, and cardiac arrest soon follow.  Drowning is actually a quiet 

process.  Many mistakenly believe that if a victim is not crying out for help, he must not need help.  Please 

watch your children, your elders, other family members, friends, and those around you.  Be aware of what 

could happen and be prepared to help.  If something does happen, call 911.  We will be there to help! 


