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     Our September meeting was held on September 7.  Our October meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

October 5, at 6:30pm, at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  All are welcome to attend! 

     We have sad news to report.  Our longtime supporter, Lee Leighton, died in August.  Lee was a summer 

resident here in Ellsburg.  He liked to get involved in “projects” when he was here. He hosted water rescue 

training at his cabin one summer, and treated us to a delicious shrimp boil. Lee organized the “Friends of the 

Ellsburg VFD” group.  They sorted tools in our firehall, painted trailers, sold raffle tickets, made maps of our 

township which included all of the property addresses and landing zones, supported our 4th of July and 

National Night Out events, and helped construct the dry hydrant and landing zone on Comstock Lake Road 

and Waterhen.  The dry hydrant and landing zone were a big project.  Lee did all of the business work such as 

getting permits, and arranging for deliveries of supplies.  He also got right into the hands-on actual building of 

the dry hydrant.  We last saw Lee at our National Night Out celebration on August 2. As usual, Lee was making 

his rounds talking with all of the people who came out that night.  He made it a point to shake each fire 

department member’s hand and thank us for our service.  He also told us “Remember 6199 Pinehurst.  If you 

ever hear that on your pager, you better come running!”  Three weeks later we did hear that on our pagers, 

and we came running.  We were able to use our AutoPulse, which his donations helped us purchase, to 

successfully resuscitate him. We took the GPS coordinates of the landing zone from the map he had made. 

The helicopter was able to land and transport Lee from the landing zone which he helped build.  That landing 

zone will get a memorial plaque to Lee and will be known as “Lee’s Landing”. A bright light in our community 

has been dimmed.  May his memory forever be a blessing and an inspiration. 

     Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15. It is always held the second week of October to commemorate the 

Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  The theme for this year is “Fire Won’t Wait.  Plan Your Escape.”  People usually 

feel safest from fire when they are in their own home.  However, 75% of all fire deaths in our country occur in 

homes.  Statistics show that people are more likely to die in a fire in their home today than they were in 

1980.  This is because homes burn faster and hotter than they used to because of the materials used in 

construction and in furniture.  From the time that the smoke detector sounds, you may have as little as two 

minutes to get out of your house.  Would you be able to?  Look at each room and area of your home and see if 

you can find two ways out of each.  Develop a home escape plan as a family project and practice it.  Can you 

climb out of that window, or do you need to have a ladder available?  Is a doorway or hallway blocked?  What 

will you do if the floor below you is on fire?  Practice getting out of each room and the house in less than two 

minutes.  Make sure you develop a plan that includes the special needs of those in your home that may have 

sensory or physical disabilities. Practice in the daytime, and also at night.  A fire in your home will make it dark 

and smoky.  Practice getting out when the house is completely dark.  Remember that you must crawl below the 

layer of smoke to find air to breathe. Can everyone do that?  Statistics show that young children will hide from 

the fire under a bed or in a closet.  Talk to them and warn them not to hide.  Teach them how to get out.  If the 

bedroom door feels hot, do not open it.  Stuff a sheet or clothing under the door to keep smoke out.  Open the 

window and alert emergency responders that you are trapped and where.  Teach children to not be afraid of 

firefighters who have SCBA masks on.  Have an outside place that is a safe distance from the house 

designated as a meeting area for family members and guests to go to once they have escaped the burning 

house. If you work outside of the home, look around your office or workplace and review escape routes from 

there also.  Check that your children in school are having fire drills and know how to get out of their 

classrooms.  Take a moment to review with your older children how to get out of their dorm room or 

apartments. 

     Do you need to purchase fire escape ladders or fire extinguishers?  It is not a bad idea to have fire 

extinguishers placed within reach on every level of your home. Install them close to exits, in the kitchen, 

garage, workshop, even bedrooms.  Fires grow quickly.  As a volunteer fire department, it takes time for us to 

get to your fire.  Be proactive and have what you need to save yourself, your belongings, and your house from 

burning down.  Fire extinguishers can put out a fire before it gets out of control.  They can also buy you time to 



get out of your room or house.  Many of the extinguishers sold in home stores are classified A:B:C.  These fight 

the three common fires caused by ordinary combustibles such as A: wood, paper, and cloth, B: flammable 

liquids, and C: electrical malfunctions. They can come in different ratios of the A,B, or C depending on what 

you have in that room. For instance, a garage or workshop with flammable liquids would be better served with 

a 3-A:40BC rated unit, while a living room may need a 20A:10B:C rated unit. You can contact a fire 

extinguisher company to come to your home and advise you on what you need. There are even apps that help 

you monitor your home or cabin for fire if you are not home. 

      Fire extinguishers come in different sizes.  The bigger they are, the more agent they have in them.  But, are 

they too heavy for you to handle?  A large, 10-pound extinguisher is best for a garage or home workshop 

where a fire may start and quickly spread due to the fuel there before it is noticed.  Look for a rechargeable 

model with a hose.  A 5-pound one is best to be able to grab quickly in the bedroom, kitchen or laundry 

room.  There are special magnetic, pressurized extinguishers that can be mounted on a range hood over a 

stove.  These will pop open from the heat of flames and spray baking soda.  Remember to be careful with 

grease fires.  You do not want to spread the grease, which will spread the fire.  Have pan covers close by.  A 

2-pound extinguisher is best for in a car.  Mount it or secure it so that it doesn’t roll around. There are special 

types of extinguishers available for electronics.  You may want to mount one around your computer, printer, or 

home TV and sound system. The fire service recommends having at least one fire extinguisher on every level. 

You can mount however many you want to help you get a head start in fighting any fire. Remember, it can take 

us 15-20 minutes to get to your fire.  Be prepared to attack a small fire before it grows. 

     The rechargeable fire extinguishers may cost more - up to $100 for some.  However, the agent in 

extinguishers does expire or lose its firefighting capability after time, and will need to be replaced. You need to 

check the gauge regularly.  It may be cheaper to refill than replace. You must refill or replace an extinguisher 

any time you have used it, or if the pressure gauge slips out of the green zone into red as it will over 

time.  Even if you do not use all of the product in the extinguisher, you must refill it or replace it to maintain the 

proper pressure. There are fire extinguisher companies that will refill any extinguisher that has a metal 

valve.  Plastic valves are not refillable and can be discarded after use.  A 5-pound A:B:C extinguisher costs 

about $25 to refill. Fire extinguishers must be disposed of in hazardous waste collection sites of the dump. 

     Make sure everyone in your home knows how to use a fire extinguisher. If there is a fire, evacuate everyone 

else and assign someone to call 911. Stand 5 feet away from the fire, make sure that you have an escape 

route behind you, and think PASS.  P means Pull the pin.  A means Aim low at the base of the fire.  S means 

Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly to discharge the agent.  When it first hits the fire, expect a brief flare 

up.  S means Sweep the nozzle from side to side, keeping the extinguisher aimed at the base of the fire, and 

moving slowly and carefully towards the fire. If you cannot control the fire, you have run out of agent, or there is 

a lot of smoke, evacuate. If you put out the fire, keep the fire department coming to make sure the fire is 

completely out and does not flare up again.  We have thermal imaging cameras that help us with that. 

     Do not forget about smoke detectors!  Mount these on every level of your home, in or by bedrooms, and in 

garages and workshops. There are special ones for kitchens which won’t go off with common cooking smoke. 

There are units that have a 10-year battery.  Check your battery now!  One year batteries should be changed 

now. 10-year batteries should be changed after 8 years to be on the safe side. 

     There are sprinkler systems designed to put out fires in your home. These could really help protect your 

home or cabin.  People fear installing such a system because they are afraid a sprinkler head will misfire, or 

that a fire in one room will set off the sprinklers in all the rooms.  These are common misconceptions.  Misfiring 

sprinkler heads are rare, and modern systems are designed so that only the sprinkler heads directly affected 

by the heat of a fire become activated. A sprinkler head can spray 15-20 gallons of water per minute.  80-90% 

of fires are put out with one sprinkler head, because the fire is extinguished when it is just starting. A sprinkler 

head that can put out a fire with 20-40 gallons of water causes a lot less water damage than our engine 

spraying water at 250 gallons of water per minute!  Think about installing such a system. 

     There are also exterior sprinkler systems designed to wet your home and surrounding property in order to 

protect it from wind-blown embers, radiant heat, and direct flame contact. These systems can be mounted on 



the roof, under the eaves, or on the property.  They can be activated manually or by an automated device. 

These systems can help protect your home from wildfires.  There are companies that install them, or some 

people have developed their own plans using their lake as a water source.  

     Take the time during fire prevention week to assess your home or cabin for fire safety.  Check your smoke 

detectors and think about installing fire extinguishers and sprinkler systems. Move your firewood pile away 

from your home. Get your chimney and furnace cleaned. Clean your roof, gutters, and the area below your 

deck of leaves and pine needles. Trim tree branches that overhang your house or chimney. Thin and prune 

conifer trees for 30-100 feet around your home. Trim branches on your driveway to make it 12 feet wide and 14 

feet overhead clearance for fire trucks to enter.  Clear brush from around your house number.  Compost your 

leaves and brush rather than burn them. If you are planning any fires, have a shovel and hose or bucket of 

water on hand.  Do not leave fires unattended.  Do not burn if it is windy. Wildfire season is Spring, Summer, 

and Fall.  Winter brings a higher chance of in-home fires.  Do what you can to protect yourself from fire!  In any 

emergency, call 911.  We will be there to help! 
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