
News From the Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department 20221005 

 

     Our October meeting was held on October 5.  Our November meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

November 2, at 6:30pm, at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  All are welcome to attend. 

     Our township was quiet in September with 0 emergencies.  Last year, we had 2 months without 

emergencies, but we had already responded to 5 more emergencies by this time.  When we have a quiet spell, 

we get nervous because we know it will not last.  We dare anyone to say the words “It’s been quiet lately” and 

jinx us.  Well, someone must have said those words because we were paged out 3 times on October 8 

between 4pm and 8pm and once again on October 9.  Three of these calls were medical emergencies and one 

was for a UTV on fire. It was a busy weekend! 

     We brought our big Tanker 4 Bulldog to Big Truck Night at OSL.  We always enjoy allowing the kids to climb 

up into our vehicles, see our equipment, and giving them treats and toys (especially whistles) to remember us 

by.  It was a fun evening! 

     Lake Country Power hosted training on electrical vehicle (EV) emergencies and power line emergencies 

that members of our department attended.  EV’s are becoming more popular in our area.  Besides cars, there 

are EV transit buses, trash trucks, delivery trucks, and even fire trucks.  All of these vehicles are powered by 

several rows of stacked lithium ion battery packs. If one of these battery packs fail, there is a chance that 

neighboring packs will fail also.  Issues with the batteries can occur during charging, as a result of a vehicle 

accident, or when the bottom of a vehicle makes contact with some metal debris in the roadway.  The high 

voltage batteries can short out, break down, and spontaneously combust.  A fire involving these lithium-ion 

batteries produces a lot of toxic smoke and is difficult to extinguish.  A gas powered car fire can usually be 

extinguished with about 500 to 1000 gallons of water.  Electrical vehicle fires can require 25,000 - 40,000 

gallons of water over several hours (up to 24 hours) to extinguish the fire. Lithium - ion batteries have a 

chemical compound in them which can overheat and cause a chain reaction of battery failure in the batteries 

around them as they heat up.  A single cell of these high voltage batteries can produce a large amount of toxic 

gas and heat of about 1200 degrees F in seconds. Toxic gases of hydrogen and hydrogen fluoride are emitted. 

Usually, a fire can be extinguished by smothering it and preventing oxygen from fueling it.  A lithium battery is 

not fueled by oxygen, so firefighting foams and smothering techniques will not work.  The batteries in an EV 

line the bottom of the vehicle, and are protected by the vehicle's body and frame from debris or during an 

accident.  However, this protection makes them hard to access.  There is no simple way to stop a lithium 

battery fire.  Cooling it with lots of water is best, but since access is difficult the water does not necessarily get 

to where it needs to go.  Sometimes, the best solution is to wait for the burning battery to burn itself out while 

protecting the area around the fire from flames and fumes and keeping bystanders away.  Most towing 

companies now have special “boxes” where they put electrical vehicles that have been towed to their 

facility.  This is because an electrical vehicle can reignite even hours after the fire is presumed out.  These 

boxes allow them to burn until they are done.  It took about 100 years to perfect the batteries used in gasoline 

powered vehicles, so I guess that it will take a little time to work out the kinks in the electrical vehicle batteries 

too. 

     The firefighter’s response to power line emergencies is also to keep bystanders away and protect the 

surrounding area from fire until the utility company arrives to fix the problem. Power lines have a high voltage 

and the electricity cannot be seen. The electricity in a downed power line can travel on the ground or through 

surrounding objects.  There might not be any power in that line.  However, if a homeowner turns on his 

generator, that power can backfeed to the downed power line and re-energize it. Or, the power company may 

get a transformer or power line fixed further down the line which can feed the downed line here. You never 

know when a line can re-energize.  Stay away from downed power lines!  

     Our department joined the Cotton, Northland, and Kelsey VFD’s for an evening of extrication from vehicles 

training.  Armory Shell from Virginia and Mrs. Mac’s from Meadowlands provided cars for us to cut 

apart.  There were three different brands of Jaws of Life among our four departments.  Training together allows 

us to learn each other’s strengths and see if there is some piece of equipment that we could benefit from.  The 



various Jaws all worked well.  Ours is battery powered, while the others were hydraulic.  Ours is lighter in 

weight and more portable.  Hydraulic models may work faster.  We don’t have many cases that involve the 

need for extrication, but we need to be ready for when we do. 

     November means colder weather is here.  Get your chimneys and fireplaces cleaned out.  Get your 

furnaces cleaned. Blizzards can result in a loss of power.  Be prepared by assembling a supply kit for your 

home.  Stock it with enough food, water, and supplies to last for several days.  Some things to include are 1 

gallon of water per person per day for drinking and sanitation, several days worth of non-perishable food, a can 

opener, paper plates, plastic utensils, a battery-powered or hand crank radio, flashlights, extra batteries, first 

aid kit, a whistle to signal for help, a dust mask, plastic sheeting, duct tape, garbage bags, moist towelettes, 

wrench or pliers to turn off utilities, extra gas for your generator, cell phone backup batteries and chargers, 

soap, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, infant formula, diapers, feminine products, pet food, sleeping bag and 

warm blankets for each person, matches, fire extinguisher, and important documents such as identification, 

copies of insurance, bank accounts that are saved electronically in your devices.  Stock your car with extra 

coats and blankets in case you get stuck.  Pack energy bars and cell phone charging cables.  Get some 

flares.  Keep your gas tank full throughout the winter.  Make sure your car tires have enough tread.  Keep your 

windshield fluid full.  If a power line falls on your car, stay inside until the line is removed by the power 

company.  Watch for icy roads.  Do not use cruise control unless roads are dry.  Review with the drivers in your 

family how to steer into a skid and how to brake on icy roads.  If you slide off of the road, turn off your engine 

until you are sure that your exhaust pipe is clear. 

     Deer season is here!  Before going out hunting, make sure you let someone know where you plan to hunt 

and when you plan to return.  Dress properly and pack supplies in case you have to spend an extended period 

in the woods.  Wear orange.  Know where your hunting party is. Be sure of your target before you shoot.  Heart 

attacks, injured backs, and broken bones are the most common emergencies during hunting season.  Walking 

over rough terrain, shooting an animal and dragging its carcass out of the woods, and climbing up into deer 

stands are all strenuous activities that a hunter may not be accustomed to.  Overexertion like this can lead to a 

heart attack.  Take your time and take breaks to rest.  Broken bones and injured backs can result from falling 

out of a deer stand or tripping over roots while walking.  The average fall from a tree stand is 15 feet. Broken 

bones, paralysis, or death can result with a fall from that height.  Be sure to check your permanent deer stand 

for loose supports and other deterioration before using it.  Use safety belts.  Avoid alcohol. Unload your firearm 

while traveling to and from your hunting spot. Bring a whistle along. Be aware of the risk of frostbite and 

hypothermia and be prepared to spend a night in the woods if you get lost or hurt. Bring water and food. Call 

911 as soon as you think that you are lost.  They can ping your phone and get coordinates for your location 

before your cell phone battery dies. Learn some basic first aid.  Know how to do CPR.  Carry supplies that can 

be used for packing a bleeding wound.  These include gauze, a rag, a t-shirt.  Push it into a bleeding wound 

and apply pressure.  Carry a tourniquet or know how to make one with a strap, string, belt…  Blood loss is 

serious and can quickly lead to death.  There are pre-made kits available that include a tourniquet, gauze, and 

scissors.  You can find them in hunting supply stores. They come in vacuum packs that are only six inches by 

4 inches.  This could easily fit in a backpack and may be a lifesaver. We hope that this hunting season will be a 

fun and safe season full of family traditions and memories. If an emergency happens, don’t delay calling 

911.  We will be there to help!    
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