
News From The Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department 20230104 

 

   Our January meeting was held on January 4.  Our February meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 1, 

6:30pm, at our Bass Lake Firehall on Mink Road.  All are welcome to attend. 

      Jane Kempton attended our January meeting.  She has decided to join! Welcome, Jane! We are happy to 

have you in our group! 

     We always hold our elections in January.  For 2023, our President is Arrlette Krog, our Vice-President and 

Secretary is Heidi Yokel, our Treasurer is Laurie Mesedahl, our Safety Officer is Stan Johnston, our Chief is 

Loren Mesedahl Sr., our Assistant Chief of the Bass Lake Firehall is Tim Linder, and our Assistant Chief of the 

Melrude Firehall Is Lee Voigt.  Thank you to the new officers for stepping up to lead our department! 

     We responded to 33 pages last year.  Twelve of these were fires. Four of these were caused by power lines 

that came down and ignited vegetation.  Three fires were wildfires. The biggest wildfire last year was on Berg 

Lake Road. We were helped out by Central Lakes, Cotton, Alborn, and the DNR for that call.  There were two 

vehicle fires.  One involved an ATV which burned down while being driven.  We responded to three structure 

fires.  One was in Central Lakes and involved a microwave. The house did not catch fire because the 

homeowner threw the microwave outside.  The other two structure fires took place in Colvin Township where a 

fire started in the electrical box of a cabin, was put out, and rekindled several hours later and burned the cabin 

down. Our other 21 calls were for medical emergencies.  We provided mutual aid for other departments on 

eight occasions. These departments include Cotton, Colvin, Central Lakes, and McDavitt. We received help 

from Cotton, Central Lakes, and Alborn. 

     John Upton, one of the supervisors of Ellsburg Township, has been busy working on the renovation for the 

Melrude Firehall. He was awarded an IRRRB grant in the amount of $79,000! This makes our fire 

department and the residents happy! Thank you so much, John, for all of the work you have done to benefit the 

Fire Department and the residents of Ellsburg! 

     Our department has started the tedious process of applying for a FEMA grant in order to purchase a new 

(or new to us) Engine.  Fire engines cost anywhere from $300,000 to over a million dollars. There are even 

electric engines on the market now. The price does not include the tools, hoses, and other equipment that 

must go along with the job. Engines have a lot of wear and tear and their pumps have to work hard to get the 

water on to the fire at the rate we demand of them.  Typically, an Engine is replaced every 10 years.  Our 1995 

Ford Engine, located in our Bass Lake Firehall, has developed an attitude of only pumping water when it feels 

like it. We can over-ride its obstinance and make it pump water on these occasions, but that requires another 

fireman sitting in the driver’s seat pushing on the gas pedal to get the RPM’s where they need to be.  We 

usually do not have spare manpower.  Of course, replacement parts for such an “obsolete” vehicle are hard to 

find.  So, we are filling out the 14 pages of questions about our department’s financial and operating history 

over the past three years, and have hired a grant writer with hopes of being awarded a FEMA grant this year. 

     One of our members, Shannon Keough, is trained to teach “Hands-Only” CPR.  This type of CPR focuses 

on doing chest compressions only.  Studies have shown that the reasons bystanders are reluctant to start CPR 

is that they do not feel comfortable doing the mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and they are afraid of getting the 

compression to oxygenation ratio wrong.  When a person suffers a cardiac arrest, immediate administration of 

CPR can double, or even triple, their chance of survival. Since 70% of cardiac arrests happen at home, 

immediate administration of CPR by family members gives the victim the best chance of recovery.  Hands-Only 

CPR has been shown to be as effective as conventional CPR for that time interval until first responders arrive 

with oxygen.  The purpose of Hands-Only CPR is to keep the blood circulating in order to get oxygen to the 

cells and toxin buildup out of the cells.  There are only 3 steps needed to perform Hands-Only CPR: 1. Call 911 

and 2. Put one hand on top of the other and 3. Push hard and fast in the center of the chest at a rate of 100 to 

120 beats per minute.  There are several songs that have this beat.  “Stayin’ Alive” by the BeeGees, “Crazy in 

Love” by Beyonce, “Hips Don’t Lie” by Shakira or “Walk the Line” by Johnny Cash will keep you at a good rate 

of chest compressions.  Shannon has organized two classes, so far, at our Bass Lake Firehall. The classes 

involve watching a short DVD about performing Hands-Only CPR, and also review what to do for an adult or 



child that is choking. Then you have a chance to practice on child and adult -sized mannequins.  Those who 

have taken the class shared  that the reasons they took it is because they have family or friends with cardiac 

issues, grandchildren who have scared them by choking on something, or just because they felt like they 

wanted to be prepared in an emergency.  The class is short and it is free. Leave a message for Shannon at 

Old School Lives or at our Firehall (218-482-3777) if you are interested in a class. Even if you don’t take a 

class, take a moment now to practice the steps of Hands-Only CPR. Pretend to call 911 or say “Calling 911.” 

Put one hand on top of the other and push hard rhythmically! (keeping elbows locked) on a pile of pillows while 

singing “Stayin’ alive, stayin’ alive, ah, ha, ha, ha!  You never know when you will need to use it to save a life! 

     One of the pages that we responded to involved a Side-by-Side that caught fire while it was being driven. 

They were on a trail in the woods when the front seat suddenly felt hot underneath the driver and front seat 

passenger. There was a fire under the front seat!  Everyone got out and could only watch helplessly while the 

vehicle burned to the ground (with the help of the gas tank exploding).  Would it have made a difference if they 

had a fire extinguisher onboard? Every year, we respond to fires that start in cars, trucks, ATV’s, snowmobiles, 

4-wheelers, and Side-by-Sides. What if there were fire extinguishers in these vehicles?  Most vehicle fires start 

in the battery area or because of faulty wiring.  The batteries of recreational vehicles frequently get covered in 

leaves, pine needles, and other flammable vegetation.  Check out your vehicles. I found lots of dead leaves 

under the seat of my side-by-side in the battery area. A fire waiting to happen! There are small fire 

extinguishers that are made for use and storage in your vehicles. They are designed to be used as soon as a 

fire starts so that the fire can be extinguished before the vehicle is destroyed. I carry one in my car and side-

by-side. It gives me peace of mind to know that I can respond quickly if my vehicle catches fire.  I recommend 

that you carry fire extinguishers in your vehicles.  Remember, it takes the fire department time to get to you. 

Protect yourself. If you do have an emergency, call 911.  We will be there to help! 

 

                                           
 

                                                    


